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Term 2, Issue No 1 - 2019 
 
Principal’s Welcome 
 
Welcome back to the school community and a very warm welcome to our new families who are joining us 
for the first time.  A growing enrolment is great for our College and enables us as a College to provide a 
broad and engaging program for the students. 

I sincerely hope you all had a restful break and are completely refreshed and ready for a great new start in 
the new term.  It is also absolutely brilliant to see our Senior School students in the new formal uniforms 
ready to begin their secondary college journey this term.  Our new formal Junior School uniforms are in 
production and will be released for purchase by Term 3. 

Our start to the term has been remarkably smooth and we are confident that many of our school 
improvement initiatives are gaining traction. We are very confident that we will continue to see further 
improvement in student outcomes this year and in years to come.  Senior School students are reminded of 
the availability of Homework Club on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.  We are here to support all our 
wonderful students and encourage them to seek help if they require it.   

This term is a short term yet we have so many exciting events scheduled, including ANZAC Day, Senior 
School Disco, Bond Slave Auction, Athletics Carnival, Drama Festival, Mother’s Day High Tea, Book Fair, 
Under 8’s Day, Open Day and even “Principal in a box”.  We also have some exciting incentives to reward 
students for positive behaviours.  

To all the students at BCC this is the time in their life when they are preparing for the future. We urge them 
to ask themselves, “What kind of person do I want to become?” We urge them to take advantage of these 
educational opportunities while they are young. Most of all, we want them to enjoy their time in school by 
working smarter in class, trying new sports, making new friends and being a better person.  
 
Always remember Jeremiah 29:11: For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 

Debra Creed 
Principal 
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ANZAC Commemorations 
 
Congratulations to all the students who participated in the Dawn Service and/or March and Morning Service 
last Thursday to commemorate ANZAC Day.  ANZAC day is a great Australian and New Zealand tradition. It is 
celebrated all over the two nations and wherever Australians are overseas. It is our day - a day to remember 
with affection the courage of people and the value of friendship - to honour the dead and to acknowledge 
those who suffer still from the effects of war. We were incredibly proud of the decorum shown by our 
student leaders representing our school and all the students attending the various services.   
 
We also congratulate the students who contributed to our ANZAC day service held at the College last Friday 
for the spirit of respect demonstrated during the commemorations.  A special thank you goes to Mrs Jill 
Sutcliffe and Mrs Leeza Goon Chew for their assistance in setting up our poppy display on the back wall of 
the hall. 
 

                   
 

 
 
 
Parent / Teacher Interviews 
 
On Tuesday, 7 May 2019, we are holding Parent/Teacher interviews.  
All parents/caregivers are expected to attend the evening to receive     
critical feedback on the progress of their child/children and strategies  
on how to improve academic outcomes.  If you are unable to attend  
on the evening please ensure you contact your child/children’s teachers  
to make an alternate appointment time. These interviews can be made  
either online or via the office. 
 
 

 
 
 
Mother’s Day High Tea 
 
All mothers, aunts, grandmothers and caregivers are invited to a free Mother’s Day High Tea on Thursday,  
9 May 2019, from 2.00 pm - 3.00 pm in the College Hall.  The afternoon is to honour the love and devotion of 
these worthy role models in the lives of our students.  The High Tea is free however RSVPs are essential for  
catering purposes. 
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Senior School Disco 
 
Years 6 to 12 are invited to put on their boots and dance the night away at the Senior School Disco on 
Wednesday, 8 May 2019, from 6.00 pm to 8.30 pm. There will be snacks provided and, of course, great 
music.  The theme is ‘A Little Bit Country’ so there may be even line dancing involved.  
 

 
 
Drama Festival 
 
The College's secondary students have been busy rehearsing and memorising lines for the upcoming 
Burdekin Inter-School Drama Festival. This is a momentous occasion as it is the College’s first time 
participating in the Drama Festival. Burdekin Christian College students are performing 'An Absolutely True 
Story (As Told By A Bunch Of Lying Liars)' at the Burdekin Theatre on Friday 3rd of May. We encourage all 
parents and students to come along to support BCC students at this event. It will be a great night filled with 
fun and laughter. Tickets are $20 and can be purchased from the Burdekin Theatre. We hope to see you 
there.  
  

 
 

 
 
 
Mary Poppins Junior 
 
It is with great joy and excitement that Burdekin Christian College has started to prepare for this year's 
musical 'Mary Poppins Jnr'. Having an annual musical is part of the well-rounded education that the College 
provides to ensure that each students' emotional health and well-being is fostered. Students in Year 4 to 
Year 8 have been cast in the musical, while all other College students will either be part of the production or 
take on a production role. A note was sent home with each Year 4 - Year 8 student last week that has a cast 
list and a rehearsal schedule for Term 2 and Term 3, please read this carefully. As always we are looking for 
parent volunteers to help pull everything together. Please contact the Office if you'd like to lend a hand with 
our show.  Thank you for your continued support. 
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Enrol NOW for Prep in 2020 
 
We urge all parents considering enrolling for Prep to ensure their child’s placement to make an enrolment 
interview with the College Principal as soon as possible.  Places are filling fast and due to our commitment to 
keep class sizes small the class size is capped. 
 

 
 
Facilities 
 
Due to our continually growing enrolments we currently have a shortage of space until building commences 
across the road for the new Senior School facilities.  We have therefore contracted for a new demountable 
for our site to be located between the library and English/Food Technology rooms.  The demountable is 
expected to arrive within the next few weeks and we will keep you updated on its progress through 
Council.   
 
Over the holidays new Faculty rooms have been established for our Senior School staff.  The 
Humanities/Arts/HPE/Business Faculty and Maths/Science/Technology Faculty are both located now in A 
Block.  We thank Tony Shaul for his efforts over the school holidays to ensure these rooms were ready for a 
Term 2 start. 
 

 
 
Uniform Update 
 
If you attended the ANZAC commemorations last Thursday, you would have caught a sneak peek at our very 
smart new Junior School uniforms. We are hoping to release our new formal Junior School uniforms for 
general purchase by Term 3.  We are aware of cost to families so the College will be phasing them in slowly 
up until the end of 2019. 
 
Senior School students are reminded that jumpers and blazers worn to school should all be navy blue in 
colour to ensure our students wear our school colours with pride. 
 
Our new College socks for the Senior School boys have arrived.  The new socks display a very smart strip of 
Teale and Yellow around the top of the sock.  Please see staff at the office if you wish to purchase a pair or 
exchange a pair of our standard navy socks for the new ones. 
 

 
 
 
Staff News 
 
This week we welcomed a new staff member to our team.  Mr David Lequerica has joined our Arts 
Department. We are delighted that David has accepted a part time position at our College, teaching Music 
and Drama.  David is already a familiar face at the College as he has worked as a supply teacher with some 
classes.  A very talented actor, David has played roles in many musical productions and plays including ‘Les 
Miserables’ and ‘The 39 Steps’. 
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Our Year 3/4 class will be splitting this term due to the increase of numbers and our commitment to small 
class sizes.  Year 3 students will remain with Miss Stockdale and Year 4 students will be taught by Miss Anne 
Mackay.  If the last name seems familiar Anne is the daughter of our Year 5 teacher Mrs Heather Mackay!  
Many of our students are already familiar with Miss Mackay as she has been doing supply at our school.  
Prior to this Anne taught locally at Kalamia State School. 
 
Ms Antoinette Sweetman will be joining our Senior School in a few weeks.  Ms Sweetman will be teaching 
ICT, Business and Legal Studies and Humanities.  Ms Sweetman taught ICT and Humanities for 10 years at 
Highview Christian Community College and most recently worked at John Paul College in Brisbane.  Ms 
Sweetman holds a Bachelor of Commerce and a Graduate Diploma of Education. 
 
With the expansion of the College and subject choices we have made several new leadership appointments.  
Mrs Karen Wilson is now Dean of Curriculum and Administration and is responsible for bringing in the new 
ATAR system for Year 11. Mr James Pacey is the Dean of Curriculum, Innovation and Student Futures and be 
will guiding our Year 12 students with curriculum and transition into work or study.  Misss Annette Stockdale 
is the new P-3 Early Years Coordinator guiding the curriculum and pedagogy for our younger students and 
teachers.  We congratulate all these teachers on their new positions.  These positions are Positions of Added 
Responsibility (PAR) so attract time release from class during the week. 
 

 
 
Camp Update 
 
All students from Years 4 to 12 will have the opportunity to attend a camp this year.  Years 4-6 are attending 
located at Paluma.  Years 11 and 12 are visiting Fiji as part of a service learning opportunity. Finally, our Year 
7 to 10 students will be visiting Brisbane and the Gold Coast.  The camps don’t take place until the end of 
Term 3 however we are alerting parents early so they have the opportunity to save for the camps.  Our 
students are also fundraising to help subsidise all the trips.  Details about a peach blossom/pie drive will be 
released shortly. 
 

   
 

 
 
 
Rostrum 
 
On Wednesday, 15 May 2019, six Senior School students will be participating in the first heat for Rostrum, 
Voice of Youth.  Public speaking skills are one of the most important skills students can develop as it grows 
confidence and communication abilities.  Stan Simpson will be visiting the school to coach our students with 
their speeches. We wish our nominees well and are excited to hear their speeches.   
 



 Pg 6 

 

From the Dean’s Desk 
 
Queensland Core Skills Test 

Many of our Year 12 cohort will be undertaking their first “Queensland Core Skills” practice test this week. 
The test contributes information for the calculation of Overall Positions (OPs) and Field Positions (FPs), which 
are used to select students for tertiary entrance. 

“The QCS Test does not test particular knowledge of specific Year 12 subjects. It tests the Common 
Curriculum Elements (CCEs), which are a set of generic skills identified in the Queensland senior 
curriculum. The test assumes that candidates have basic levels of general knowledge and 
vocabulary and a Year 10 knowledge of mathematical operations. “ (QCAA 2019) 

The assessment and study skills program implemented on Monday afternoons will assist Year 12 students to 
study effectively, organize, plan and complete assignments comprehensively and approach exams with 
confidence as they utilise their time efficiently through the use of key strategies and methodical approaches. 
It will be an integral part of the preparation leading up to the Queensland Core Skills Test being held on the 
3rd and 4th of September this year. 

 
 
Diaries 
 
Students are expected to use their diaries to record homework tasks.  Parents are encouraged to check 
these diaries and follow up with the child/children that they are completing all homework/study/assignment 
tasks. 

 
 
NAPLAN 
 
Key dates for 2019 NAPLAN tests for Years 3,5,7 and 9 are 14-16 May.  Students have been participating in 
practice tests so they feel comfortable in sitting a formal exam. Although NAPLAN provides a snap shot of 
Reading, Writing, Mathematics, Spelling and Grammar skills, it is a ‘one-off’ test.  To gather a full picture of 
your child’s academic abilities further formative and summative tests are completed at school.  If you wish 
your child/ren to be withdrawn from NAPLAN please contact the school. 

 
 
Leadership Induction Ceremony 
 
Next Wednesday, 8 May 2019, there will be a short whole school leadership induction ceremony in the Hall 
at 2.30 pm formalising the commitment of our Senior and Junior leaders to the school.  Parents and 
caregivers are welcome to attend and join us in prayer for these remarkable young people. 
 

 
 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/qcs-test/common-curriculum-elements-cces
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/qcs-test/common-curriculum-elements-cces
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ELC News  

 

NEW STAFFING ARRANGEMENTS 

With the beginning of Term 2 we have seen some awesome changes in our educational team at the ELC.  

We are excited to announce that Miss Elli Boatfield has accepted the position of Early Childhood Teacher in 

the Kindergarten, and Miss Kelly McLeod now be our Senior Educator in the Toddler Room.  

These ladies will bring much excitement and enthusiasm to their new roles and are they are both looking 

forward to meeting all of our parents over the next couple of weeks. Welcome to the team ladies! 

 

SUSTAINABILITY PROJECT 

Our Early Learning Centre is undertaking their own Sustainability project.  Waste Free Wednesdays promote 
the fact that we can reduce the amount of waste we produce everyday by packing a ‘waste free’ 
lunchbox. Every Wednesday we are proactive in reducing our rubbish and subsequently saving our planet 
one day at a time!   
 
On Waste Free Wednesdays we are asking parents to only pack items that can be composted or recycled. 
This includes no plastic food wraps/bags, no foil, and no pre-packaged foods. This approach to sustainability 
is much easier than you may think.   
 
Cookbooks, Facebook, Pinterest and the Internet can be terrific resources to gather creative and healthy 
lunchbox ideas that are both nutritious and promote a waste free footprint. Let’s have some fun and save 
our planet together. 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Pg 8 

 
 
Upcoming Events 
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